


Why are we curious about the future? 
 

He has made everything appropriate in its 
time. He has also set eternity in their heart, 
yet so that man will not find out the work 
which God has done from the beginning even 
to the end.  Ecclesiastes 3:11 



Today 

What happens after death? 

What will life in heaven be like? 

What does heaven look like? 



Church Age 3 ½ years Great Trib Millennium 

Rapture 

1 Thess. 4:16-17 

1 Cor. 15:51-58 

John 14:1-3 

2 Thess. 2:6-10 

Glorious 

 

 Appearing 

Matt. 24:30 

Rev. 19:11-21 

Pre-Millennial Return of Jesus 

Future 

Ages Pre-Tribulation Rapture 



What Happens After Death? 

Theories: 

• Paganism 

• Annihilation 

• Reincarnation 

• Soul Immortality (not Eternality) 



What Happens After Death? 
      Regarding Paganism 

While Hollywood depicts it, people do not become 
ghosts or werewolves or zombies after death.  They 
do not inhabit the attics of their former residences. 



What Happens After Death? 
      Regarding Annihilation  

For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who 
afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 
when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know 
God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  These 
will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be 
glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who 
have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.”   
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 

 



What Happens After Death? 
      Regarding Reincarnation 

And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after 
this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation 
without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.  
Hebrews 9:27-28 



Also… Death is not purgatory  
“Therefore, being always of good courage, and 
knowing that while we are at home in the body we 
are absent from the Lord— for we walk by faith, 
not by sight— we are of good courage, I say, and 
prefer rather to be absent from the body and to 
be at home with the Lord.”  2 Corinthians 5:6-8 



• King David wrote, “Surely goodness and lovingkindness will 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.”  Psalm 23:6 

• Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will 
awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace 
and everlasting contempt.  Daniel 12:2 

• Jesus said, “These will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.”  Matthew 25:46 

 

 

 

What Happens After Death? 
      Regarding Soul Immortality 



What happens after death? 

• Old Testament era believers in God and the coming Messiah 
• After death, go to “Abraham’s bosom” or “Abraham’s side” 

• Jesus said,  “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the 
angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was 
buried.  In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw 
Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.”   Luke 16:22-23 

• Old Testament era non-believers in God and the coming 
Messiah 
• After death, go to Hades (Greek), also called Sheol (Hebrew) 



New Testament age believers in Messiah Jesus 
• After death, believers immediately go to Paradise 

•  παράδεισος [paradeisos] had the original meaning of “garden” or “hunting 
ground” 

• And (on the cross) he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in 
Your kingdom!”  And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be 
with Me in Paradise.”  Luke 23:42-43 

• “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do 
not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was 
caught up to the third heaven.  And I know how such a man—whether in the 
body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— was caught up into 
Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to 
speak.”  2 Corinthians 12:2-4 

 



What will life in 
heaven be like? 

From the book Things to Come 
by Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost 

published 1958 



What will life in heaven be like? 
Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost 

• A life of fellowship with God 

• For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know 
in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully 
known.  1 Corinthians 13:12  

• 1 John 3:2; John 14:3; Revelation 22:4 

• A life of rest 

• And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on!’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so 
that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with 
them.”  Revelation 14:13 



What will life in heaven be like? 
Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost 

• A life of full knowledge 

• For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I 
know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been 
fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12 

• A life of holiness 

• and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination 
and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:27 



• A life of glory 
• 2 Corinthians 4:17 
• When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will 

be revealed with Him in glory. Colossians 3:4 

• A life of worship 
• After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a 

great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation 
and glory and power belong to our God” Revelation 19:1 

• Revelation 7:9-12 

What will life in heaven be like? 
Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost 



•A life of joy 
•Revelation 21:4 

•A life of service 
•Revelation 22:3 

•A life of abundance 
•Revelation 21:6 

What will life in heaven be like? 
Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost 



What does heaven look like? 

Revelation chapters 21-22 



What does heaven look like? 
Revelation 21:1-4 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  And I 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among 
them,  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there 
will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, 
or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 

 



What does heaven look like? 
Revelation 21:5-8 

 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”  
Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the 
spring of the water of life without cost.  He who overcomes will 
inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  
But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all 
liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.” 

 



Promise Becomes Reality & Faith Becomes Fact 
 

1 John 3:2 

 Apostle John writes, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it 
has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He 
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”  

 

Matthew 5:8 

 Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 



Revelation 21:9-14 

 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 
last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I will show you 
the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was 
like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.  It had a great and 
high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names 
were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
sons of Israel.  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the 
north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.  And the 
wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”   

 

What does heaven look like? 



It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the 
names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  Revelation 21:12 

This is an entirely different situation from the earthly 
Jerusalem in the Millennium. But if the names of the gates 
corresponded to the millennial Jerusalem described in Ezekiel 
48:31–34, the north side from east to west would have the 
gates named Levi, Judah, and Reuben. On the west side from 
north to south were Naphtali, Asher, and Gad; on the south 
side from east to west, Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun; and on 
the east side from north to south, Joseph, Benjamin, and Dan. 
  Source: Bible Knowledge Commentary  



Revelation 21:15-17 

 “The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to 
measure the city, and its gates and its wall.  The city is laid 
out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and 
he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; 
its length and width and height are equal.  And he 
measured its wall, seventy-two yards (216 feet thick), 
according to human measurements, which are also angelic 
measurements.” 

 

What does the New Jerusalem look like? 



How far is 1,500 miles? 

The driving distance from Dallas to New York City is 1,548 miles 



Revelation 21:18-21 

 “The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, 
like clear glass.  The foundation stones of the city wall were 
adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation 
stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 
seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, 
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  And 
the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a 
single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass.” 

 

What does the New Jerusalem look like? 



Walls of Heaven 
The foundations of the city   

Revelation 21:12-14 and Revelation 21:19-20 
 

Source:  
www.revelationillustrated.com 



Photo credit: @Thinkstock/tverkhovinets  

“And the street of the city was pure gold”  Revelation 21:21 



Source:  
www.templeinstitute.org 

High  
Priest’s  
Breastplate 



High Priest’s Breastplate 
Exodus 28:15-21 

 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, the work of a skillful workman; 
like the work of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, of blue and purple 
and scarlet material and fine twisted linen you shall make it.  It shall be 
square and folded double, a span in length and a span in width.  You shall 
mount on it four rows of stones; the first row shall be a row of ruby, topaz 
and emerald; and the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; 
and the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; and the fourth row a 
beryl and an onyx and a jasper; they shall be set in gold filigree.  The stones 
shall be according to the names of the sons of Israel: twelve, according to 
their names; they shall be like the engravings of a seal, each according to 
his name for the twelve tribes.” 

 

 



Source:  
www.templeinstitute.org 

High  
Priest’s  
Breastplate 



 “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God”  
Revelation 21:10 

 

 “The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the 
width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred 
miles; its length and width and height are equal.”  
Revelation 21:16 

 

What does the New Jerusalem look like? 



The city four-square;  
new Jerusalem 

Revelation 21:1-21 
 

Source: www.revelationillustrated.com 



Revelation 21:2  
“I saw the Holy City,  
the new Jerusalem” 

Source:  
www.apocalipsis.org 



Source: www.truthnet.org 

Revelation 21:2  
“I saw the Holy City,  
the new Jerusalem” 



Revelation 21:18-21 

 “The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure 
gold, like clear glass.  The foundation stones of the city wall 
were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first 
foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, 
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, 
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, 
topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the 
twelfth, amethyst.  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 
each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the 
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

 

 

What does the New Jerusalem look like? 



 

 
1. Jasper - translucent and multi-colored (diamond?) 
2. Sapphire – blue 
3. Chalcedony - bluish white 
4. Emerald – greenish 
5. Sardonyx –alternating layers of white and orangish/red 
6. Sardius - blood red 
7. Chrysolite - yellow or greenish yellow 
8. Beryl - transparent bluish-green 
9. Topaz – yellowish 
10. Chrysoprase – greenish 
11. Jacinth - red with a mix of yellow 
12. Amethyst – purple 

The Gemstones and their Colors 



The Gemstones 



Revelation 21:22-22:2 

 “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple.  And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  In the 
daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; and 
they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; and nothing 
unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into 
it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Then he 
showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the river 
was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

What does the New Jerusalem look like? 



City of Gold 
Through the gate of the eternal city 
Revelation 21:21-27 and Revelation 22:1-6 

 

Source:  
www.revelationillustrated.com 

“a river of the water of 
life, clear as crystal, 
coming from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, 
in the middle of its street. 
On either side of the river 
was the tree of life” 
Revelation 22:1-2 



Today’s teachings on Heaven 
 
PLUS an additional list of 20 important Q&As  

Download a FREE copy at http://firstmelissa.com/messages/  

 

With THANKS to Got Questions Ministries  

https://www.gotquestions.org  

http://firstmelissa.com/messages/
http://firstmelissa.com/messages/
https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/


Today’s most important question 
 

Do you want to go to heaven? 



Do you want to go to heaven? 
“if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with 
the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the 
mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  For the Scripture says, 
‘Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.’”  Romans 10:9-11 

Please let us speak with you about your desire to follow Jesus 
• Use the tear-off slip in your worship guide 
• Email us today info@firstmelissa.com 
• Call 972.838.2277 

mailto:info@firstmelissa.com




Important Q&As about Heaven 

 

 

With THANKS to Got Questions Ministries  

https://www.gotquestions.org  

https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/


Is Heaven real? 
Heaven is indeed a real place. The Bible tells us that heaven is God’s throne (Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:48-49; Matthew 5:34-35). After Jesus’ 
resurrection and appearance on earth to His disciples, “He was taken up into heaven and sat at the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55-
56). “Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s 
presence” (Hebrews 9:24). Jesus not only went before us, entering on our behalf, but He is alive and has a present ministry in heaven, serving as 
our high priest in the true tabernacle made by God (Hebrews 6:19-20; 8:1-2). 
 
We are also told by Jesus Himself that there are many rooms in God’s house and that He has gone before us to prepare a place for us. We have 
the assurance of His word that He will one day come back to earth and take us to where He is in heaven (John 14:1-4). Our belief in an eternal 
home in heaven is based on an explicit promise of Jesus. Heaven is most definitely a real place. Heaven truly does exist. 
 
When people deny the existence of heaven, they deny not only the written Word of God, but they also deny the innermost longings of their 
own hearts. Paul addressed this issue in his letter to the Corinthians, encouraging them to cling to the hope of heaven so that they would not 
lose heart. Although we “groan and sigh” in our earthly state, we have the hope of heaven always before us and are eager to get there (2 
Corinthians 5:1-4). Paul urged the Corinthians to look forward to their eternal home in heaven, a perspective that would enable them to endure 
hardships and disappointments in this life. “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 
4:17-18).  
 
Just as God has put in men’s hearts the knowledge that He exists (Romans 1:19-20), so are we “programmed” to desire heaven. It is the theme 
of countless books, songs, and works of art. Unfortunately, our sin has barred the way to heaven. Since heaven is the abode of a holy and 
perfect God, sin has no place there, nor can it be tolerated. Fortunately, God has provided for us the key to open the doors of heaven—Jesus 
Christ (John 14:6). All who believe in Him and seek forgiveness for sin will find the doors of heaven swung wide open for them. May the future 
glory of our eternal home motivate us all to serve God faithfully and wholeheartedly. “Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 
by the blood of Jesus by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is his body, and since we have a great high priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart full of assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:19-22). 

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/is-Heaven-real.html  
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What is Heaven like? 
Heaven is a real place described in the Bible. The word “heaven” is found 276 times in the New Testament alone. Scripture refers 
to three heavens. The apostle Paul was “caught up to the third heaven,” but he was prohibited from revealing what he experienced 
there (2 Corinthians 12:1-9). 
 

If a third heaven exists, there must also be two other heavens. The first is most frequently referred to in the Old Testament as the 
“sky” or the “firmament.” This is the heaven that contains clouds, the area that birds fly through. The second heaven is 
interstellar/outer space, which is the abode of the stars, planets, and other celestial objects (Genesis 1:14-18). 
 

The third heaven, the location of which is not revealed, is the dwelling place of God. Jesus promised to prepare a place for true 
Christians in heaven (John 14:2). Heaven is also the destination of Old Testament saints who died trusting God's promise of the 
Redeemer (Ephesians 4:8). Whoever believes in Christ shall never perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 
 

The apostle John was privileged to see and report on the heavenly city (Revelation 21:10-27). John witnessed that heaven (the 
new earth) possesses the “glory of God” (Revelation 21:11), the very presence of God. Because heaven has no night and the Lord 
Himself is the light, the sun and moon are no longer needed (Revelation 22:5).  
 

The city is filled with the brilliance of costly stones and crystal clear jasper. Heaven has twelve gates (Revelation 21:12) and twelve 
foundations (Revelation 21:14). The paradise of the Garden of Eden is restored: the river of the water of life flows freely and the 
tree of life is available once again, yielding fruit monthly with leaves that “heal the nations” (Revelation 22:1-2). However eloquent 
John was in his description of heaven, the reality of heaven is beyond the ability of finite man to describe (1 Corinthians 2:9). 
 

Heaven is a place of “no mores.” There will be no more tears, no more pain, and no more sorrow (Revelation 21:4). There will be 
no more separation, because death will be conquered (Revelation 20:6). The best thing about heaven is the presence of our Lord 
and Savior (1 John 3:2). We will be face to face with the Lamb of God who loved us and sacrificed Himself so that we can enjoy His 
presence in heaven for eternity. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/heaven-like.html  
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Where is heaven? What is the location of heaven? 
Heaven is most certainly a real place. The Bible very definitely speaks of heaven’s existence—and access to heaven through faith in 
Jesus Christ—but there are no verses that give us a geographical location. The short answer to this question is, “heaven is where 
God is.” The place referred to in this question is called the “third heaven” and “paradise” in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, where the 
apostle Paul tells of a living man who was “caught up” to heaven and was unable to describe it. The Greek word translated “caught 
up” is also used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 in describing the rapture, wherein believers will be caught up to be with the Lord. 
 

Other verses indicating heaven to be “above” the earth” are numerous. At the Tower of Babel, God says, “Come, let us go down” 
(Genesis 11:7) Heaven is described as “high above the earth” in Psalm 103:11, and the place from which the Lord “looks down” 
in Psalm 14:2. Jesus is described as having “ascended into heaven” and “descended from heaven” in John 3:13. In Acts 1:9–
11 Jesus is described as being taken “up” into heaven, and when God takes John to heaven in Revelation 4:1, He says, “Come up 
here.” These passages have led to the conclusion that heaven is beyond the earth’s airspace and beyond the stars. 
 
However, since God is spirit, “heaven” cannot signify a place remote from us which He inhabits. The Greek gods were thought of as 
spending most of their time far away from earth in sort of a celestial equivalent of the Bahamas, but the God of the Bible is not like 
this. He is always near us when we call on Him (James 4:8), and we are encouraged to “draw near” to Him (Hebrews 10:1, 22). 
Granted, the “heaven” where saints and angels dwell has to be thought of as a sort of locality, because saints and angels, as God’s 
creatures, exist in space and time. But when the Creator is said to be “in heaven,” the thought is that He exists on a different plane 
from us, rather than in a different place. 
 

That God in heaven is always near to His children on earth is something the Bible expresses throughout. The New Testament 
mentions heaven with considerable frequency. Yet, even with this frequency, detailed description of its location is missing. Perhaps 
God has intentionally covered its location in mystery, for it is more important for us to focus on the God of heaven than the 
description or location of His dwelling. It is more important to know the “why” and the “who” than the “where.” The New 
Testament focuses on the purpose of heaven and who is there instead of telling us exactly what it is like or where it is. Hell is a 
place of separation and punishment (Matthew 8:12; 22:13). Heaven, on the other hand, is a place of fellowship and eternal joy 
and, more importantly, worshipping around the throne of God. 

 https://www.gotquestions.org/where-is-Heaven.html  
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Can people in heaven look down and see us? 
Some see in Hebrews 12:1 the idea that people in heaven might be able to look down and see us: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses. . . .” The “witnesses” are the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11, and the fact that we are “surrounded” by them leads 
some commentators to understand those heroes (and possibly other people) are looking down on us from heaven. 
 

The idea that people are looking down from heaven to see what we’re doing is common in popular culture. But, as much as we might like the notion 
that we’re being watched by our departed loved ones, that’s not what Hebrews 12:1 is teaching. Building on Hebrews 11, the author begins drawing 
up some practical lessons (that’s why chapter 12 begins with “Therefore”). The “witnesses” are the people whom God commends for their faith in 
chapter 11, and there is a large crowd of them in heaven. The question is, in what way are they “witnesses”? 
 

The proper interpretation of Hebrews 12:1 is that the men and women forming the “great cloud of witnesses” are witness to the value of living life 
by faith. Their Old Testament stories give testimony to the blessings of choosing faith over fear. To paraphrase the start of Hebrews 12:1, “Since we 
have so many tried-and-true examples of proven faith . . . .” So, it’s not that people are in heaven watching us (as if our lives on earth are so 
interesting or they have nothing better to do!), but that those who have gone before us have set a lasting example for us. The record of their lives 
bears witness to faith and God and truth. 
 

Hebrews 12:1 continues, “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.” Because of the faith and endurance of believers who went before us, we are inspired to stay the course in our own race of faith. 
We follow the examples of Abraham and Moses and Rahab and Gideon and etc. 
 

Some people point to the rich man’s mention of his brothers in Luke 16:28 as proof that departed souls (in Hades, at least) can see events on earth. 
However, the passage never says that the rich man could see his brothers; he knew he had brothers, and he knew they were unbelievers. Also, some 
people use Revelation 6:10 as a proof text: the tribulation martyrs call for God to avenge their deaths. Again, this passage says nothing about the 
martyrs seeing people on earth; it simply says that they knew they deserved justice and desired the Lord to take action. 
 

The Bible doesn’t specifically say that people in heaven cannot look down on us, so we can’t be dogmatic. However, it is unlikely that they can. 
People in heaven are likely preoccupied with other things such as worshipping God and enjoying the glories of heaven. 
 

Whether or not people in heaven can look down and see us, we are not running our race for them. We are not hoping for their approval or listening 
for their applause. Hebrews 12:2 keeps our focus where it belongs: “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” Jesus is our blessed 
hope, no other (Titus 2:13). 
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What will we look like in Heaven? 
In the book of 1 Corinthians, chapter 15, Paul talks about the resurrection and the resurrected body. In verses 35 and following, he states 
that our heavenly bodies will be different from our natural bodies, with some stark contrasts. Whereas our earthly bodies are characterized 
by mortality (being susceptible to death), our resurrected bodies will be characterized by immortality (not susceptible to death). Likewise, 
while our earthly bodies are susceptible to decay (corruption), they will become incorruptible (1 Corinthians 15:53). Also, where our natural 
bodies are prone to weakness (ask anyone who has reached 40 years of age or older), our resurrected bodies will be characterized by 
strength (verse 43). 
 

Another comparison is that now we have a natural body, but then we will have a spiritual body. This probably doesn’t mean that we will be 
like ghosts possessing no body at all and floating around unable to interact with things around us. After all, verse 49 states that we will have 
a body like Jesus’ resurrected body (see also 1 John 3:2). And Jesus, after His resurrection, told them to touch Him and to watch Him eat, 
demonstrating that He was not merely a spirit (Luke 24:37-43). Rather, it’s more likely that just as a natural body is fitted for this present life 
in our physical universe, the spiritual body will be that which will best suits us for the eternal existence we are destined for in our eternal 
abode. Jesus’ resurrected body was capable of entering locked rooms at will (John 20:19). Our earthly body limits us in ways (and/or 
dimensions) that our spiritual body will not. 
 

First Corinthians 15:43 also describes the transformation from “sown in dishonor” to “raised in glory.” Philippians 3:21 says that Jesus “will 
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body.” Our decaying bodies are described with the word “dishonor” 
because they bear the mark of the results of sin. We can all picture the lungs of one who has ruined his health through smoking, or a brain 
that is no longer able to form complete thoughts because of drug abuse. In the same way, the decaying physical body is the direct result of 
man’s sinfulness. Had there been no sin, there would be no decay and death (1 Corinthians 15:56). But God, through Christ’s transforming 
power, is able to raise up His children in Christ with new glorious bodies, being completely free from the ravages of sin and possessing the 
glory of Christ instead. 
 

To summarize, we are not told exactly what we will look like in the next life, what age we will appear to be, or if we will look thin or fat. But, 
while many believe we will bear some resemblance to what we look like now, we do know that in whatever ways our appearance or health 
has been altered as a result of sin (whether because of overeating or not eating right, hereditary malformations, injuries, aging, etc.), these 
traits will not be carried over into our appearance in the next life. More importantly, the sin nature, inherited from Adam (Romans 5:12) will 
no longer be with us, for we will be made after the holiness of Christ (1 John 3:2). 
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What will we be doing in Heaven?  
In Luke 23:43, Jesus declared, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in paradise." The word Jesus used for "paradise" 
is paradeisos which means "a park, that is, (specifically) an Eden (place of future happiness, paradise)". Paradeisos is the Greek word taken 
from the Hebrew word pardes which means "a park: - forest, orchard" (Strong's). Jesus said, "Today you shall be with me "en paradeisos," not 
"en nephele" which is Greek for “in clouds.” The point is that Jesus picked and used the word for "a park." Not just any park but "the paradise 
of God" or park of God (Revelation 2:7) which for us will be a place of future happiness. Does this sound like a boring place? When you think of 
a park, do you think of boredom? 
 

Jesus said, "You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve" (Matthew 4:10). It's interesting to note that Jesus did not say 
"praise and serve." Even the briefest examination of the word praise in the Bible quickly shows it's a verbal thing and is for the most part 
singing. Worship, however, is from the heart. Worship manifests itself in praise. Serving God is worship, and Scripture is clear we will serve God 
in heaven. "His servants will serve Him" (Revelation 22:3). 
 

We are unable to fully serve God in this life due to sin, but in heaven "every curse will no longer be" (Revelation 22:3). We will not be under the 
curse of sin any longer, so everything we do will be worship in heaven. We will never be motivated by anything other than our love for God. 
Everything we do will be out of our love for God, untainted by our sin nature. 
 

So what will we do? My favorite thing is to learn. "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor?" (Romans 11:34), 
"in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Colossians 2:3). God is the "the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity" 
(Isaiah 57:15). God is bigger than forever, and it will take eternity "to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and 
height, and to know the love of Christ" (Ephesians 3:18-19). In other words, we will never stop learning. 
 

God's Word says we won't have to be in His paradise alone. "I shall fully know even as I also am fully known" (1 Corinthians 13:12). This would 
seem to indicate that we will not only know our friends and family, we will "fully know" them. In other words, there is no need for secrets in 
heaven. There is nothing to be ashamed of. There is nothing to hide. We will have eternity to interact with "a great multitude, which no man 
could number, out of all nations and kindreds and people and tongues" (Revelation 7:9). No wonder heaven will be a place of infinite learning. 
Just getting to know everyone will take eternity! 
 

Any further anticipation about what we shall do in God's eternal park, heaven, will be far surpassed when "the King shall say to those on His 
right hand, 'Come, blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world'" (Matthew 25:34). Whatever 
we will be doing, we can be sure it will be wonderful beyond our imaginations! 
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What is paradise? Is paradise a different place than Heaven? 
Paradise is a place of blessing where the righteous go after death. The word paradise is usually used as a 
synonym for “heaven” (Revelation 2:7).  
 

When Jesus was dying on the cross and one of the thieves being crucified with Him asked Him for mercy, Jesus 
replied, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Jesus knew that His death was 
imminent and that He would soon be in heaven with His Father. Therefore, Jesus used “paradise” as a synonym 
for “heaven.” The apostle Paul wrote of someone (probably himself) who “was caught up to paradise” (2 
Corinthians 12:4). In this context, paradise obviously refers to heaven. 
 

There has always been a separation of believers and unbelievers after death (Luke 16:19-31). The righteous 
have always gone to paradise; the wicked have always gone to hell. For right now, both paradise and hell are 
“temporary holding places” until the day when Jesus Christ comes back to judge the world based on whether 
or not individuals have believed in Him. The first resurrection is of believers who will stand before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ to receive rewards based on meritorious service to Him. The second resurrection will 
be that of unbelievers who will stand before the Great White Throne Judgment of God. At that point, all will be 
sent to their eternal destination—the wicked to the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15), and the righteous to a 
new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21—22). 
 

There are cases in which paradise can refer to the Garden of Eden, such in the Douay-Rheims translation of 
Genesis 3:8, which speaks of Adam and Eve hiding “amidst the trees of paradise.” The context of the word will 
determine whether it refers to heaven or Eden. 
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Will we be able to see and know our friends and family members in Heaven? Will we know each other in Heaven? 
Many people say that the first thing they want to do when they arrive in heaven is see all their friends and loved ones 
who have passed on before them. In eternity, there will be plenty of time to see, know, and spend time with our 
friends and family members. However, that will not be our primary focus in heaven. We will be far more occupied with 
worshipping God and enjoying the wonders of heaven. Our reunions with loved ones are more likely to be filled with 
recounting the grace and glory of God in our lives, His wondrous love, and His mighty works. We will rejoice all the 
more because we can praise and worship the Lord in the company of other believers, especially those we loved on 
earth. 

What does the Bible say about whether we will be able to recognize people in the afterlife?  
King Saul recognized Samuel when the witch of Endor summoned Samuel from the realm of the dead (1 Samuel 28:8-
17). When David’s infant son died, David declared, “I will go to him, but he will not return to me” (2 Samuel 12:23). 
David assumed that he would be able to recognize his son in heaven, despite the fact that he died as a baby. In Luke 
16:19-31, Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich man were all recognizable after death. At the transfiguration, Moses and 
Elijah were recognizable (Matthew 17:3-4). In these examples, the Bible does seem to indicate that we will be 
recognizable after death. 
 

The Bible declares that when we arrive in heaven, we will “be like him [Jesus]; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
3:2). Just as our earthly bodies were of the first man Adam, so will our resurrection bodies be just like Christ’s (1 
Corinthians 15:47). “And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the 
man from heaven. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality” (1 
Corinthians 15:49, 53). Many people recognized Jesus after His resurrection (John 20:16, 20; 21:12; 1 Corinthians 15:4-
7). If Jesus was recognizable in His glorified body, we also will be recognizable in our glorified bodies. Being able to see 
our loved ones is a glorious aspect of heaven, but heaven is far more about God, and far less about us. What a 
pleasure it will be to be reunited with our loved ones and worship God with them for all eternity. 
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Do we receive mansions in heaven? 
The night before Jesus was crucified, He told His disciples that He would be leaving them and that they 
could not go with Him (John 13:33). Peter asked where He was going and why they couldn’t go with 
Him, and Jesus assured them that they would follow Him eventually (John 13:36-37). Jesus said, "In my 
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also" (John 14:2-3). 
 

This saying of Jesus has confused many because of the King James Version’s rendering of the words 
“house” and “mansions.” The Greek word translated “house” means “an abode,” literally or 
figuratively, and, by implication, “a family.” The word translated “mansions” or “rooms” means literally 
“the act of staying or residing.” So, putting the Greek together, Jesus is saying that in God’s home 
(heaven) there will be many people in the family of God all abiding together. Within God's heavenly 
house, Christians will live in the presence of the Lord. This is quite different from the idea of rows of 
mansions on streets of gold, which is the image many people have of what Jesus was saying.  
 

Jesus Christ prepares a place in heaven for His own, those who have come to Him in faith, and the Holy 
Spirit prepares the redeemed on earth for their place in heaven. Revelation 7:9 tells us that there will 
be a "great multitude in heaven that no one could number" all standing before the throne. Here, again, 
the imagery is of multitudes together, not living separately in different mansions. 
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Where is Jesus now? Is Jesus in heaven? 
According to Mark 16:19 and 1 Peter 3:22, Jesus is in heaven right now at the right hand of God the Father. Luke 24:51 
and Acts 1:9-11 describe the bodily ascension of Jesus, which occurred 40 days after His resurrection. Jesus had told 
His disciples that He was going to prepare a place for them and for all believers (John 14:2–3). 
 

It is plain from Scripture that Jesus’ ascension was a literal and bodily return to heaven. He rose up from the ground 
gradually and was received into a cloud while His disciples and other astonished onlookers gazed in wonder. Then two 
angels appeared and promised Christ’s return “in just the same way that you have watched Him go” (Acts 1:11). This 
marked the end of the human limitations Jesus had during His earthly ministry. Some of the attributes He possessed 
as God had been temporarily suspended, but now the suspension was over. His heavenly glory returned—a glimpse of 
which was seen at the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–9). 
 

King David said in the Spirit, “The LORD says to my lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet’” (Psalm 110:1). This verse literally says, “Yahweh says to Adonai.” This is a remarkable conversation 
between two Persons of the Godhead. In Matthew 22:43–45, Jesus applies this psalm to Himself, claiming that He is 
more than the son of David, but that He is David’s Lord. Jesus’ place is at the right hand of God, the place of divine 
honor. 
 

Other passages that indicate Jesus’ presence in heaven are Matthew 26:64; Luke 22:69; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 
3:1; Hebrews 12:2; and Revelation 5:7. Also Stephen, just before he died, had a vision in which he “looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). 
 

So, biblically, Jesus is in an actual place called heaven, a place of glory where God dwells with His angels and 
redeemed children. In another sense, Jesus is also with us here, in this world. Jesus, being God, has all of the 
attributes of God, including omnipresence. So, Jesus and the Father and the Holy Spirit are everywhere and not just 
“in heaven.” As Solomon said in 2 Chronicles 2:6, “The heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain him.” 

 
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html  

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Jesus-in-Heaven.html


Will we be able to see all three members of the Trinity in Heaven? 
Before considering if we will actually be able to see God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we need to establish that they 
are three Persons. Without delving too deeply into the doctrine of the Trinity, we need to understand that the Father is not 
the same Person as the Son, the Son is not the same Person as the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is not the same Person as 
the Father. They are not three Gods. They are three distinct Persons, yet they are all the one God. Each has a will, can speak, 
can love, etc., and these are demonstrations of personhood. They are in absolute perfect harmony consisting of one 
substance. They are coeternal, coequal and co-powerful. If any one of the three were removed, there would be no God. 
 

So in heaven, there are three Persons. But will we be able to actually see them? Revelation 4:3-6 gives us a description of 
heaven and the throne that is occupied by God and by the Lamb: “the one sitting there had the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian… a rainbow resembling an emerald encircled the throne. Before the throne… a sea of glass, clear as crystal.” Since 
God dwells in “unapproachable light” and is one “whom no one has seen or can see” (1 Timothy 6:16), God is described in 
terms of the reflected brilliance of precious stones. First Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind 
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” Because of God’s holiness, it may be that we will never be 
able to look upon His face, but again, this is speculation. 
 

Revelation 5:6 tells us that in heaven, the Lamb stands in the center of the throne and there are descriptions of Him clothed in 
brilliant white. Since the Lamb represents Christ Jesus, and we know that human eyes have beheld Him after His resurrection 
and glorification, it seems reasonable to conclude that in heaven, we will be able to look upon our Lord and Savior. 
 

The Holy Spirit, by the very nature of His being, is able to move at will and take various forms. When Jesus was baptized, the 
Holy Spirit descended on Him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:13-17). At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was accompanied by a 
loud rushing noise and was seen as tongues of fire (Acts 2:1-4). It may not be possible to see the Holy Spirit unless He chooses 
to manifest Himself in some form, but that is speculation. 
 

Mere mortals do not have the ability to grasp the wonders of heaven—it is entirely beyond our comprehension. Whatever 
heaven is like, it will far exceed our wildest imaginings! All we know is that we will be worshiping our great God and full of 
wonder that He died to save sinners. 
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How does the Bible describe the glorified bodies we will possess in Heaven? 
While the Bible doesn’t describe in detail the glorified bodies we will receive in heaven, we know that they 
will be like that of Jesus’ resurrected body. Our human bodies are described in 1 Corinthians 15:42–53 as 
perishable, dishonorable, and weak, all due to sin. Our glorified bodies will be imperishable, honorable, and 
powerful. Our new bodies will be no longer “natural” bodies, but “spiritual” bodies, no longer focused upon 
the natural senses but at one with the Holy Spirit. 
 

As imperishable bodies, they will no longer suffer from sickness and death, nor will they ever be subject to 
heat and cold or hunger and thirst. Our new bodies will be honorable in that they will not be shamed or 
shameful because of sin. When Adam and Eve sinned, the first thing they felt was shame because of their 
nakedness (Genesis 3:6–7). Although the Bible doesn’t portray glorified bodies as being naked, but rather 
clothed in white garments (Revelation 3:4–5, 18), they will be pure and undefiled by sin. Our earthly bodies 
are “weak” in many ways. Not only are we subject to the natural laws of gravity and time/space, we are 
weakened by sin and its temptations. Our glorified bodies will be empowered by the Spirit that owns us, and 
weakness will be no more. 
 

Just as our earthly bodies are perfectly suited to life on earth, our resurrected bodies will be the same for life 
in heaven. We will have form and solidity to the touch, yet with no hindrance to travel (John 20:19, 26; Luke 
24:39). We will be able to enjoy food, but will not be driven to it by necessity for nourishment nor fleshly 
desire (Luke 24:40–43). And like Moses and Elijah, we will be able to bathe in the glory of our Maker in the 
fellowship of His dear Son (Matthew 17:2–3; Philippians 3:10). The bodies we inherit will be more like what 
God had originally made us to be, rather than what we now abide in through the infirmity and weakness of 
our sinful flesh. We will be glorified with Christ, and that glory will extend to the bodies we will inhabit. 
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What are the five heavenly crowns that believers can receive in Heaven? 
There are five heavenly crowns mentioned in the New Testament that will be awarded to believers. They are the imperishable crown, the 
crown of rejoicing, the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and the crown of life. The Greek word translated “crown” 
is stephanos (the source for the name Stephen the martyr) and means “a badge of royalty, a prize in the public games or a symbol of honor 
generally.” Used during the ancient Greek games, it referred to a wreath or garland of leaves placed on a victor’s head as a reward for 
winning an athletic contest. As such, this word is used figuratively in the New Testament of the rewards of heaven God promises those who 
are faithful. Paul’s passage in 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 best defines for us how these crowns are awarded.  
 

1) The Imperishable Crown – (1 Corinthians 9:24-25) “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run 
in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate [disciplined] in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown” (NKJV). All things on this earth are subject to decay and will perish. Jesus 
urges us to not store our treasures on earth “where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). This is 
analogous to what Paul was saying about that wreath of leaves that was soon to turn brittle and fall apart. But not so the heavenly crown; 
faithful endurance wins a heavenly reward which is “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-5). 
 

2) The Crown of Rejoicing – (1 Thessalonians 2:19) “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?” The apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:4 to “rejoice always in the Lord” for all the bountiful blessings 
our gracious God has showered upon us. As Christians we have more in this life to rejoice about than anyone else. Luke tells us there is 
rejoicing even now in heaven (Luke 15:7). The crown of rejoicing will be our reward where “God will wipe away every tear . . . there shall be 
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 
 

3) The Crown of Righteousness – (2 Timothy 4:8) “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” We inherit this crown through the 
righteousness of Christ which is what gives us a right to it, and without which it cannot be obtained. Because it is obtained and possessed in 
a righteous way, and not by force and deceit as earthly crowns sometimes are, it is an everlasting crown, promised to all who love the Lord 
and eagerly wait for His return. Through our enduring the discouragements, persecutions, sufferings, or even death, we know assuredly our 
reward is with Christ in eternity (Philippians 3:20). This crown is not for those who depend upon their own sense of righteousness or of 
their own works. Such an attitude breeds only arrogance and pride, not a longing, a fervent desire to be with the Lord.  
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What are the five heavenly crowns that believers can receive in Heaven? 
4) The Crown of Glory – (1 Peter 5:4) “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does 
not fade away.” Though Peter is addressing the elders, we must also remember that the crown will be awarded to all those 
who long for or love His appearing. This word “glory” is an interesting word referring to the very nature of God and His 
actions. It entails His great splendor and brightness. Recall Stephen who, while being stoned to death, was able to look into 
the heavens and see the glory of God (Acts 7:55-56). This word also means that the praise and honor we bestow to God alone 
is due Him because of who He is (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11; Galatians 1:5). It also recognizes that believers are incredibly blessed to 
enter into the kingdom, into the very likeness of Christ Himself. For as Paul so eloquently put it, “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). 
 

5) The Crown of Life – (Revelation 2:10) “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.” This crown is for all believers, but is especially dear to those who endure sufferings, who 
bravely confront persecution for Jesus, even to the point of death. In Scripture the word “life” is often used to show a 
relationship that is right with God. It was Jesus who said, “I have come that they may have life and that they may have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10). Just as things such as air, food, and water are vital for our physical lives, Jesus provides us what is 
required for our spiritual lives. He is the One who provides “living water.” He is the “bread of life” (John 4:10, 6:35). We know 
that our earthly lives will end. But we have the amazing promise that comes only to those who come to God through Jesus: 
“And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life” (1 John 2:25). 
 

James tells us that this crown of life is for all those who love God (James 1:12). The question then is how do we demonstrate 
our love for God? The apostle John answers this for us: “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). As His children we must keep His commandments, obeying Him, always 
remaining faithful. So, as we endure the inevitable trials, pains, heartaches, and tribulations—as long as we live—may we ever 
move forward, always “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) and receive the crown of life 
that awaits us. 
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Will we have physical bodies in Heaven? 
Although the Bible tells us little about what it will be like in heaven, it seems that we will most likely have a 
physical body, although not in the same sense of “physical” that we have now. First Corinthians 15:52 says that 
"the dead will be raised incorruptible" and that those who are alive at the time of Christ's return for His saints 
"shall be changed." Jesus Christ is "the first fruits" of those who have died (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23). This means 
that He set the example and leads the way. First Corinthians 15:42 says that our "body is sown in corruption, it 
is raised in incorruption." In a precursor to the believers’ resurrection, some were raised at the time of Christ's 
resurrection in Matthew 27:52 where it says that their "bodies...were raised." Thomas, in John 20:27, physically 
touched the body of Christ following His resurrection, so He obviously had a body that was solid. 
 

We can expect that all believers’ resurrection will be like that of Christ's. What a wonderful truth! The Bible is 
not specific, but it seems that we will be able to eat. John, in Revelation 22:2, writes of his vision of the eternal 
state where he saw that "in the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month." This seems to be a reversal of the Genesis 3 
punishment where Adam and Eve, and hence all of mankind, were banned from eating from this tree. As for 
hunger, it appears that there won't be any. Isaiah 49:10 says that there will be no hunger or thirst in the 
millennial kingdom. This is speaking of mortal men during that period, not of translated saints, but by 
extension it can be said that if mortals on earth during Christ's Kingdom do not hunger, then surely there will 
be no hunger in heaven (see also Revelation 7:14-16). 
 

Finally, Job wrote that he knew for sure that even after he dies and his skin is long gone, that "in my FLESH I 
shall SEE God" (Job 19:26 - all caps added for emphasis). So that means our bodies will consist of some kind of 
glorified flesh. Whatever form we have, we know that it will be perfect, sinless and flawless. 
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How big is heaven? 
The word for “heaven” in the Old Testament is the Hebrew word shameh or shamayim, which refers to the sky, the lofty 
arch above the world where clouds move, and beyond that the place where exist the planets and stars. In the New 
Testament, the word heaven is a translation of the Greek ouranos, which means “the sky” and “the abode of God” and, by 
extension, “an eternal realm of happiness and glory.” The sky in its vastness is a metaphor for the vastness and loftiness of 
God. It is the best earthly representation of the place where God lives. 
 

How big is heaven—how big is the place where God lives? We know that God Himself is infinite. Heaven and earth cannot 
contain Him. In terms of time, there is no beginning or end to His years (Psalm 102:27); in terms of His kingdom, His reign 
will have no end (Luke 1:33); in terms of His character, He is unchanging (Hebrews 1:12; James 1:17). God created the 
heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). Of God’s creation of the stars, Isaiah says, “Lift up your eyes on high and see: who 
created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and 
because he is strong in power not one is missing” (Isaiah 40:26). 
 

Scientists have not even been able to chart the size of the known physical universe. There is a photo called the XDF 
(eXtreme Deep Field) that was put together from images taken by the Hubble Space Telescope over the course of ten years. 
It shows a vast number of galaxies, each comprising billions of stars like our sun. Our sun is 93 million miles away from the 
earth. And the galaxies are very, very far apart—Andromeda, the closest galaxy to our own, is 2.2 million light years away. To 
give an idea of how far that is, a shuttle traveling at 18,000 miles per hour would need 37,200 years to travel one light year. 
The universe is absolutely huge—and God created it all. 
 

So, how big is heaven? We don’t know exactly. The Bible doesn’t give any linear measurements. When John had his vision of 
heaven, he wrote, “There before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9). So heaven is at least big enough for the 
innumerable multitude—and we can assume that there will be no crowding in heaven. 
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What is the New Jerusalem? 
The New Jerusalem, which is also called the Tabernacle of God, the Holy City, the City of God, the Celestial City, the City Foursquare, and Heavenly Jerusalem, is 
literally heaven on earth. It is referred to in the Bible in several places (Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 11:10; 12:22–24; and 13:14), but fully described in Revelation 21. 
 
In Revelation 21, the recorded history of man is at its end. All of the ages have come and gone. Christ has gathered His church in the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 
4:15–17). The Tribulation has passed (Revelation 6—18). The battle of Armageddon has been fought and won by our Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:17–21). 
Satan has been chained for the 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth (Revelation 20:1–3). A new, glorious temple has been established in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 40—
48). The final rebellion against God has been quashed, and Satan has received his just punishment, an eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7–10.) The Great 
White Throne Judgment has taken place, and mankind has been judged (Revelation 20:11–15). 
 
In Revelation 21:1 God does a complete make-over of heaven and earth (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:12–13). The new heaven and new earth are what some call the 
“eternal state” and will be “where righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). After the re-creation, God reveals the New Jerusalem. John sees a glimpse of it in his 
vision: “The Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). This 
is the city that Abraham looked for in faith (Hebrews 11:10). It is the place where God will dwell with His people forever (Revelation 21:3). Inhabitants of this 
celestial city will have all tears wiped away (Revelation 21:4). 
 
The New Jerusalem will be fantastically huge. John records that the city is nearly 1,400 miles long, and it is as wide and as high as it is long—a perfect cube 
(Revelation 21:15–17). The city will also be dazzling in every way. It is lighted by the glory of God (verse 23). Its twelve foundations, bearing the names of the 
twelve apostles, are “decorated with every kind of precious stone” (verse 19). It has twelve gates, each a single pearl, bearing the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel (verses 12 and 21). The street will be made of pure gold (verse 21). 
 
The New Jerusalem will be a place of unimagined blessing. The curse of the old earth will be gone (Revelation 22:3). In the city are the tree of life “for the healing 
of the nations” and the river of life (verses 1–2). It is the place that Paul spoke of: “In the coming ages [God] might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). The New Jerusalem is the ultimate fulfillment of all God’s promises. The New Jerusalem is God’s 
goodness made fully manifest. 
 
Who are the residents of the New Jerusalem? The Father and the Lamb are there (Revelation 21:22). Angels are at the gates (verse 12). But the city will be filled 
with God’s redeemed children. The New Jerusalem is the righteous counter to the evil Babylon (Revelation 17), destroyed by God’s judgment (Revelation 18). The 
wicked had their city, and God has His. To which city do you belong? Babylon the Great or the New Jerusalem? If you believe that Jesus, the Son of God, died and 
rose again and have asked God to save you by His grace, then you are a citizen of the New Jerusalem. “God raised [you] up with Christ and seated [you] with him 
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). You have “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1:4). If you have not yet trusted 
Christ as your Savior, then we urge you to receive Him. The invitation is extended: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ 
Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17). 
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Where did Old Testament believers/saints go when they died? 
The Old Testament believers went to a place of comfort and rest called “paradise” when they died. The 
Old Testament taught life after death and that everyone who departed from this life went to a place of 
conscious existence. The general term for this place was Sheol, which could be translated “the grave” or 
“the realm of the dead.” The wicked were there (Psalm 9:17; 31:17; 49:14; Isaiah 5:14), and so were the 
righteous (Genesis 37:35; Job 14:13; Psalm 6:5; 16:10; 88:3; Isaiah 38:10). 
 

The New Testament equivalent of Sheol is Hades. Luke 16:19–31 shows that, prior to Christ’s resurrection, 
Hades was divided into two realms: a place of comfort where Lazarus was (Abraham’s bosom or 
Abraham’s side) and a place of torment where the rich man was (hell). Lazarus’s place of comfort is 
elsewhere called “paradise” (Luke 23:43). The place of torment is called “Gehenna” in the Greek in Mark 
9:45. Between paradise and hell (the two districts of Hades) there was “a great chasm” (Luke 16:26). The 
fact that no one could cross this chasm indicates that, after death, one’s fate is sealed. 
 

Today, when an unbeliever dies, he follows the Old Testament unbelievers to the torment side of Hades. 
At the final judgment, Hades will be emptied before the Great White Throne, where its occupants will be 
judged prior to entering the lake of fire (Revelation 20:13–15). 
 

On the other hand, when a believer dies today, he is “present with the Lord” in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:6–
9). There, he joins the Old Testament saints who have been enjoying their reward for thousands of years. 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html  

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/Old-Testament-believers.html


Will we remember our earthly lives when we are in Heaven? 
Isaiah 65:17 says, “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” Some 
interpret Isaiah 65:17 as saying that we will have no memory of our earthly lives in heaven. However, one verse earlier in Isaiah 65:16, the Bible 
says, “For the past troubles will be forgotten and hidden from my eyes.” It is likely only our “past troubles” will be forgotten, not all of our 
memories. Our memories will eventually be cleansed, redeemed, healed, and restored, not erased. There is no reason why we could not possess 
many memories from our earthly lives. The memories that will be cleansed are the ones that involve sin, pain, and sadness. Revelation 21:4 
declares, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” 
 

The fact that the former things will not come to mind does not mean that our memories will be wiped clean. The prophecy could be suggesting the 
wondrous quality of our new environment. The new earth will be so spectacular, so mind-blowing, that everyone will quite forget the drudgery 
and sin of the current earth. A child who is scared of the shadows in his room at night completely forgets his nocturnal fear the next day on the 
playground. It’s not that the memories have been wiped out, only that, in the sunshine, they don’t come to mind. 
 

Also, it’s important to make a distinction between the eternal state and the current heaven. When a believer dies, he or she goes to heaven, but 
that is not our final destination. The Bible speaks of “a new heaven and a new earth” as our eternal, permanent home. Both passages quoted 
above (Isaiah 65:17 and Revelation 21:1) refer to the eternal state, not the current heaven. The promise of wiping away every tear does not come 
until after the tribulation, after the final judgment, and after the re-creation of the universe. 
 

In his apocalyptic vision, John sees sorrow in heaven: “I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and 
the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the 
earth and avenge our blood?’” (Revelation 6:9–10). John is obviously in heaven (Revelation 4:1–2), and he sees and hears those who obviously 
remember the injustice done to them. Their loud calls for vengeance indicate that, in the current heaven, we will remember our lives on earth, 
including the bad things. The current heaven of Revelation 6 is temporary, though, giving way to the eternal state in Revelation 21. 
 

The story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:19–31) is further proof that the dead remember their earthly lives. The rich man in hell asks 
Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to warn the rich man’s brothers of the fate awaiting the unrighteous (verses 27–28). The rich man 
obviously remembers his relatives. He also remembers his own life of self-serving and sinful comfort (verse 25). The memories of the rich man in 
hell become part of his misery. The story does not mention whether or not Lazarus has memories, but Abraham has definite knowledge of goings-
on on earth (verse 25). It’s not until we reach the eternal state that the righteous will leave all sorrow behind. 
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Will there literally be streets of gold in heaven? 
Heaven’s streets of gold are often referenced in song and poetry, but harder to find in the Bible. In fact, there is only one passage of 
Scripture that references streets of gold and that is in the Holy City, the New Jerusalem: “The great street of the city was of gold, as 
pure as transparent glass” (Revelation 21:21). So does this verse tell us that there will literally be streets of gold in heaven? And, if so, 
what is the importance or significance of literal streets of gold? 
 

The Greek word translated “gold” is chrusion, which can mean “gold, gold jewelry, or overlay.” So to translate it “gold” makes complete 
and perfect sense. In fact, struggles of interpretation often come up when people attempt to determine which parts of the Bible to 
take literally and which parts to take figuratively. A good rule of thumb when studying the Bible is to take everything literally, unless it 
doesn't make sense to do so. And in this chapter of Revelation, John isn’t just throwing out random descriptive terms. In the early parts 
of Revelation 21, he is given a rod to measure out the city (verse15), and he specifically describes the wall of heaven as being 
composed of jasper and the city itself also of gold (verse18). He also describes the foundations of the city walls being comprised of 
many specific precious stones and jewels (verses19–20). So with these specifics in mind, the description of golden streets makes 
perfect sense in comparison to the rest of John's eyewitness description. 
 

So, if heaven’s streets are made of gold, what is the point? First, notice the condition of the gold. When gold is uncovered on earth, it is 
not in the desirable condition that jewelers are looking for. The gold must be smelted in order that impurities float to the top for 
removal, leaving only the pure gold behind. The gold that John saw in heaven was of such quality that it appears to be transparent in 
order to reflect the pure light of God’s blazing glory. And God’s ability to purify is not confined only to gold; God has purified all who 
will enter His heaven through the blood of Jesus Christ. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Not only is God’s holy city one of purity by His design, so are the citizens of that city. 
 

As we investigate this idea of golden streets further, there are some teachers and scholars who do not hold to the idea that heaven’s 
golden streets are literal. However, by looking simply at the text God has given us within the context of the entirety of John’s 
revelation, there seems to be no reason to doubt it. However, our attention in eternity will hardly be focused on earthly treasures. 
While man pursues treasures like gold on earth, one day it will simply be no more than a source of pavement for the believer in 
heaven. No matter how many precious jewels or materials make up the physical construction of heaven, nothing will ever be of greater 
value than the God who loves us and died to save us. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html  

https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/amp/streets-of-gold.html


Are there pearly gates in heaven? 
The idea of there being “pearly gates” in heaven is based on a reference in the book of Revelation describing 
the twelve gates of New Jerusalem. The passage describes an immense and lovely city with a wall built of jasper 
(a kind of precious stone that can be red, yellow, brown, or green) and twelve foundations of different 
gemstones. Then it describes the gates themselves: “And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates 
made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass” (Revelation 21:21). 
 

In popular imagination, the “pearly gates” are often considered as the entrance into heaven, but Revelation 
shows the gates as belonging to the city of New Jerusalem. The city and heaven are not exactly synonymous; 
the city comes “down out of heaven” (Revelation 21:2) and is part of the new earth (Revelation 21:1). Also, 
contrary to the popular idea that the pearly gates bar heaven’s entrance, the Bible says the gates of pearl will 
always be open: they “will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there” (Revelation 21:22–25). The 
gates, made of a single pearl, will be entered by the redeemed in the eternal state: “Nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life” (Revelation 21:26–27). 
 

The promise of entry to the New Jerusalem is both beautiful and daunting. The idea of such a city is wonderful 
to think about—a place where nothing false or unclean or harmful will ever be able to enter. And the pearly 
gates will be a dazzling sight. However, we have all done bad things and told lies. Does this mean that we will 
not be able to enter the New Jerusalem? The answer is “it depends.” We are all sinners, but those whose sin is 
forgiven by the blood of Christ are named in the Lamb’s book of life. “Blessed is the one whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are covered” (Psalm 32:1). Those who are in Christ are the children of God (John 1:12) 
and will receive an eternal inheritance (1 Peter 1:4). 
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