


DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎΧ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ

Along the road, people in the Bible heard 
from God or received healing or found 
forgiveness or encountered the Savior.

If you have traveled down your share of 
roads, if you are longing for God to work in 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΧ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 



Scriptures about road and paths
ÅProverbs 4.26

ÅProverbs 3:6, 17

ÅJeremiah 6:16

ÅProverbs 4:11, 14, 18

ÅProverbs 2:8, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20

ÅIsaiah 42:16

ÅMicah 4:2

ÅIsaiah 2:3

ÅPsalms 119:105

ÅHebrews 12:13

ÅPsalms 25:4, 10

ÅIsaiah 26:7

ÅPsalms 17:4

ÅIsaiah 59:8

ÅJeremiah 18:15

ÅProverbs 8:2, 20

ÅJob 19:8

ÅLamentations 3:9

ÅJob 13:27

ÅIsaiah 43:19

ÅJeremiah 23:12

ÅPsalms 23:3

Å1 Kings 16

Å2 Kings 10

Å2 Kings 16 

ÅMatthew 7:13-14



There are lots of  
roads in the Bible



Highways and Roads in the Old Testament

¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƘƛƎƘǿŀȅέ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘΣ 
possibly one that might stretch between cities. However, it is 
actually a compound word which contains its historical meaning 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛǘ ƧƻƛƴǎΦ ! άƘƛƎƘǿŀȅέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ 
άƘƛƎƘ ǿŀȅέ ςa road that has been built up and raised above its 
surroundings. Ruts and depressions always form in roads, so 
roads at the same level as the land they cross become places for 
collecting water. So much so that in periods of rain, they can 
even become watercourses themselves. We still have these 
problems today, just as they did with roads in the Old Testament.

Once a road is built up with dirt, stones, rubble or gravel, the 
worst of the mud and puddles can be avoided. Over time, road 
makers have also found that shaping a road so that its center is 
higher than the edges also helps with shedding the water that 
can otherwise make roads impassable in wetter months.
https://www.bibletales.online/roads-in-oldtestament-times/

https://www.bibletales.online/roads-in-oldtestament-times/


Way of the 
Patriarchs 
(blue on map) 

Via Maris 
(purple on map) 

King's Highway 
(red on map)

Source: Wikipedia

Highways 

in the 

Bible



The Kingõs Highway

Connecting Mesopotamia to Egypt was a 
road called the King's Highway. Abraham 
and his family used it in their travels. It was 
the primary trade route and was also 
probably used by the Midianite merchants 
who took Joseph to Egypt (Genesis 37:28).



The Israelites, in theirExodusjourney, needed to use the 
road. They had left from Kadesh, and requestedright of 
wayfrom the King ofEdombut were refused passage. He 
vowed he would attack them if they used the road. They 
even offered to pay for any water their cattle drank. Still the 
King of Edom refused them passage and advanced against 
them with a large and heavily armed force. After making a 
detour and coming to the Transjordan area betweenRiver 
ArnonandRiver Jabbok, they made the same request 
to AmoriteKingSihon, and for the second time on the same 
road they were denied passage and King Sihonengaged them 
in battle at Jahaz, where they won that battle "by the edge of 
the sword." As a result, they gained control in that land and 
to the north of it. The tribes ofManasseh (eastern half),Gad, 
andReubensubsequently settled those territories.



άPlease let us pass 
through your land. 
We will not pass 
through field or 
through vineyard; 
we will not even 
drink water from a 
well. We will go 
along thekingΩs 
highway, not 
turning to the 
right or left, until 
we pass through 
your territory.έ  
Numbers 20:17

άLet me pass through 
your land. We will 
not turn off into field 
or vineyard; we will 
not drink water from 
wells. We will go by 
the kingΩs highway
until we have passed 
through your border.έ  
Numbers 21:22



A Journey Along 

the Kingõs Highway

Genesis 11 -12



Now these are the records of the generations of Terah. Terah
became the father of Abram, Nahorand Haran; and Haran 
became the father of Lot.  Haran died in the presence of his 
father Terahin the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans.  
Abram and Nahortook wives for themselves. The name of 
!ōǊŀƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ {ŀǊŀƛ; and the name of bŀƘƻǊΩǎwife was 
Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcahand 
Iscah.  Sarai was barren; she had no child.  Terahtook Abram 
his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-ƭŀǿΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΤ ŀƴŘ they went out 
together from Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the 
land of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and settled 
there.  The days of Terahwere two hundred and five years; 
and Terahdied in Haran.  Genesis 11:27-32



https://www.conformingtojesus.com/images/webpages/genealogy_of_abraham_1.jpg



TheFertile Crescentis a crescent-shaped 
region in the Middle East, spanning 
modern-day Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, 
Jordan and Egyptwith southeastern Turkey 
and western Iran. It is one of thecradles of 
civilizationbecause settled farmingfirst 
emerged as people started the process of 
clearance and modification of natural 
vegetation to grow newly domesticated 
plants ascrops. Early human civilizations 
such asSumerin Mesopotamia flourished. 
Technological advances in the region 
include the development of agricultureand 
the use of irrigation, writing, thewheel, 
and glass, most emerging first in 
in Mesopotamia.            Wikipedia



Terahtook Abram his son, and Lot the 
son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-ƭŀǿΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΤ 
and they went out together from Ur of 
the Chaldeans in order to enter the land 
of Canaan; and they went as far as 
Haran, and settled there.  Genesis 11:31



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¦Ǌ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŘŀȅΚ
ÅUr around 2,000 B.C. was the center of a wealthy empire that drew traders from as far away 

as the Mediterranean Sea, 750 miles to the west, and the Indus civilization some 1,500 
miles to the east.

ÅAlthough now situated on a flat and dry plain, Ur once was a bustling port on the Euphrates 
River laced with canals and filled with merchant ships, warehouses, and weaving factories. 
A massive stepped pyramid, or ziggurat, rose above the city.

ÅUr emerged as a settlement more than 6,000 years ago and grew to prominence in the Early 
Bronze Age that began about a thousand years later. Some of the earliest known writingτ
calledcuneiformτhas been uncovered at Ur, including seals that mention the city.

ÅBut the real heyday came around 2,000 B.C., when Ur dominated southern Mesopotamia 
after the fall of the Akkadian Empire. The sprawling city was home to more than 60,000 
people, and included quarters for foreigners as well as large factories producing wool 
clothes and carpets exported abroad. Traders from India and the Persian Gulf crowded the 
busy wharves, and caravans arrived regularly from what is now northern Iraq and Turkey.  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/article/160311-ur-iraq-trade-royal-cemetery-woolley-archaeolog



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat_of_Ur#/media/File:Ziggurat_of_ur.jpg

Ziggurat of  Ur



ÅFrom Ur, Abraham traveled 700 miles to the borders of present-
day Iraq, another 700 miles into Syria, another 800 down to Egypt 
by the inland road, and then back into Canaan (now Israel). 

ÅWhen Abraham lived there, Ur was a capital city, a place of 
beauty, graced with towers, palaces, temples, law courts, market 
squares, statues, shrines, gardens, mosaics, reliefs and 
monuments. It was divided into rectangular blocks by paved 
streets lined with two-story houses. 

ÅIt had its own seaport and man-made canal giving access to the 
Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean, opening it up to lucrative 
foreign markets in the areas we call Africa, India, Malaysia and the 
Arabian peninsula. Ur was, in fact, part of an empire ruled by a 
written code of law drawn up by King Hammurabi. The civic order 
and public glory of that empire, Babylonia, were legendary.

by MALACHI MARTIN     https://www.nytimes.com/1983/03/13/travel/footsteps-of-abraham-by-malachi-martin





Visiting Babylon along th e way

Now the whole earth used the same language
[ˢ˓˲˓̆saphah] and the same words [debarimahadim
˫˧ˏl ˓˥ˍ˞ ˫˧ ˏ˶ ˓˟ˋl].  It came about as they journeyed east, that 
they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  
They said to one another, άCome, let us make bricks and 
burn them thoroughly [in a kiln].έ And they used brick for 
stone [there were no stones in the valley of Babylon], 
and they used tar for mortar.  They said, άCome, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will 
reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, 
otherwise we will be scatteredabroad over the face of 
the whole earth.έ   Genesis 11:1-4



A ziggurat, a 
pyramid-like 
structure made of 
mudbrick (Genesis 
11:3), often had ties 
with pagan religions 
such as those of the 
Babylonians and 
Marduk. The 
construction of the 
Tower of Babel 
likely occurred 
in 2,200s B.C., but 
ziggurat structures 
started around
3,000 B.C.



ÅAbraham belonged to a Semitic people who had settled at Ur some 1,000 
years before his time, a race the local Sumerians called Chaldeans. His 
was probably a family of merchant traders, buying and selling in Ur's rich 
markets. All his long life, Abraham loved one woman, Sarah. He likely 
spoke four or five of the main languages of his time. He was a skilled rider, 
hunter and fighter. Fiercely independent and an inveterate haggler (he 
even bargained with God), he had one central quality: faithfulness. And, if 
even one quarter of the words ascribed to him are authentic, he must 
have had as large a mind as any man ever born.

ÅAs we read Genesis 12, we are told that when Abraham was 75, his father, 
Terah, was over 200 years old. Yet it was Terah, the Bible records, whom 
God rather suddenly impelled to move on with his son and family toward 
an ancient promise of land and blessing for his race. 

ÅThat promise would not be found at Ur, where more than 500 different 
gods and goddesses were worshiped. Terahand Abraham and their fellow 
Semites worshiped one god - the only god, they said. The God.

by MALACHI MARTIN     https://www.nytimes.com/1983/03/13/travel/footsteps-of-abraham-by-malachi-martin



(after having spent some time in Haran, possibly a few months)

Now the LORD[Yahweh s ˣˢ˧] said to 
Abram [˫ ˓˶ ˋ˟ ˒˞], άGo forth from your 
country [eretz˳ ˑ˶ ˑ˞], and from your 
relatives and from your fatherΩs 
house, to the land [eretz˳ ˑ˶ ˑ˞] 
which I will show you.έ Genesis 12:1

Will we trust God when we donΩt have all the details?



The LORDsaid to Abram, άAnd I will 
make you a great nation [˧ˣ˔̍goy], and 
I will bless [̀ ˒˶ ˓̌barak] you, and make 
your name great; and so you shall be 
a blessing;and I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse.  And in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.έ  
Genesis 12:2-3



Commandswith Promises in Genesis 12
ÅGo 

ÅMake you a great nation

ÅBlessing for Abraham

ÅMake your name great 

ÅBe a blessing

ÅBlessings to those who bless you

ÅCurses on those who curse you

ÅBlessings on all the families of the earth



So Abram went forth 
as the Lord had spoken 
to him   Genesis 12:4a



So Abram went forth as the Lord had 
spoken to him; and Lot went with him. 
Now Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran.  Abram 
took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and 
all their possessions which they had 
accumulated, and the persons which they 
had acquired in Haran, and they set out for 
the land of Canaan; thus they came to the 
land of Canaan.  Genesis 12:4-5



Though he had entered Canaan at last, Abraham's 
traveling was not yet over. In a sense, it had only begun. 
He was in the promised land, but not yet of it. This land 
did not possess him, nor he it. ''Walk through this land in 
its length and its breadth'' the Ancient Voice told him. 
''All of it will be yours.'' Early on, he judiciously picked 
out a spot as his permanent home: Hebron, in the 
fertile, sunny south. And then he did again as God said; 
he traveled his land, as if the very condition of its 
belonging to him and his descendants was that he cover 
every square inch of it, live in every quarter of it, journey 
to the lands bordering it - Egypt, the territories of 
modern Jordan, of the Gaza strip, of Lebanon, of Syria.
by MALACHI MARTINhttps://www.nytimes.com/1983/03/13/travel/footsteps-of-abraham-by-malachi-martin



Nowhere can you travel there that he didn't. Nowhere do modern 
Israelis live that he didn't. Nowhere do they fight today for survival 
that he didn't. He talked with God, with angels, with Pharaoh, with 
kings, with princes, with Bedouins, in palaces, in towns, in huts, in 
tents, in the open fields. He could use honeyed words, the subtle 
understatement of bargaining, the diplomatic lie, the threat. He 
arbitrated the division of vast properties. He accumulated gold, 
silver, copper, real estate, herds of cattle. He led his own army, 
fought pitched battles, asked for no quarter from lethal enemies 
and gave them none, although he pleaded naggingly with God to 
have compassion on men whose vile wickedness he deplored. At 
the age of 100, he fathered a famous son, Isaac, and fetched a 
bride, Rebecca, for him from 2,000 miles away. When his own 
wife, Sarah, died, for the sake of more children he took a second 
wife and fathered whole tribes that still live on today in Jordan, 
Syria, Libya and North Africa.
by MALACHI MARTINhttps://www.nytimes.com/1983/03/13/travel/footsteps-of-abraham-by-malachi-martin



Abram passed through the land as far as the site 
of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the 
Canaanite was then in the land.  The Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, άTo your 
descendants I will give this land.έ So he built an 
altar there to the Lord who had appeared to 
him.  Then he proceeded from there to the 
mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; 
and there he built an altar to the Lord and called 
upon the name of the Lord.  Abram journeyed 
on, continuing toward the Negev.  Genesis 12:6-9



Now there was a famine in the land; 
so Abram went down to Egypt to 
sojourn there, for the famine was 
severe in the land.  Genesis 12:10

*Sometimes the people of God have to trust 
the Lord enough to travel along a different 
road to find a way out of present struggles.





It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said 
to Sarai his wife, άSee now, I know that you are a 
beautiful woman; and when the Egyptians see you, they 
will say, ΨThis is his wifeΩ; and they will kill me, but they 
will let you live.  Please say that you are my sister so that 
it may go well with me because of you, and that I may 
live on account of you.έ  It came about when Abram 
came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was 
very beautiful.  PharaohΩs officials saw her and praised 
her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into PharaohΩs 
house.  Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; 
and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and 
female servants and female donkeys and camels.  
Genesis 12:11-16



But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his house with 
great plagues because of Sarai, AbramΩs wife.  
Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, άWhat is 
this you have done to me? Why did you not tell 
me that she was your wife?  άWhy did you say, 
ΨShe is my sister,Ω so that I took her for my wife? 
Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.έ  
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; 
and they escorted him away, with his wife and all 
that belonged to him.  Genesis 12:17-20

YESTERDAYΩS Faith is NOTTODAYΩS Faith



So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, 
he and his wife and all that belonged to him, 
and Lot with him.  Now Abram was very rich 
in livestock, in silver and in gold.  He went 
on his journeys from the Negev as far as 
Bethel, to the place where his tent had been 
at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to 
the place of the altar which he had made 
there formerly; and there Abram called on 
the name of the Lord.  Genesis 13:1-4





Every place Abraham built an altar to God, 
there some of his illustrious descendants would 
later plant a memory still living today for us -
Joseph in Egypt, Joshua in Shechem, Samson in 
Philistia, Ruth and Naomi and Boaz in 
Bethlehem, Samuel at Shiloh, Jacob and Saul at 
Bethel, David on Moriah, Solomon in 
Jerusalem, Jesus at Sychar, Paul at Damascus -
as if Abraham had presanctified all these places 
for all of them.

by MALACHI MARTINhttps://www.nytimes.com/1983/03/13/travel/footsteps-of-abraham-by-malachi-martin



1. Ur of the Chaldees
2. Haranin Mesopotamia
3. Damascus
4. Shechem
5. Bethel 
6. Egypt 
7. Bethel 
8. Hebron
9. Dan

10.Hobah
11.Salem 
12.Hebron 
13.Gerar
14.Beersheba 
15.Moriah
16.Beersheba 
17.Hebron 

The Journey- Abraham Visits 17 Locations

https://www.bible-history.com/maps/6-abrahams-journey-trade-routes.html



(moving ahead about 500 years)

Leaving Slavery in Egypt

First Passover

Exodus 13



What if  God calls us?  

Will we follow His roads?

Do we think we know best?



Now when Pharaoh had 
let the people go, God 
did not lead them by the 
way of the land of the 
Philistines, even though 
it was near; for God said, 
άThe people might 
change their minds when 
they see war, and return 
to Egypt.έ  Hence God 
led the people around by 
the way of the 
wilderness to the Red 
Sea; and the sons of 
Israel went up in martial 
array from the land of 
Egypt.  Exodus 13:17-18


